
 

CONVERSION TO JUDAISM 
 
The following information is relevant if your participation in “An Introduction to Judaism” is to 
culminate in formal conversion.  Please note that choosing Judaism is not to be done lightly or on a 
whim, and requires at least one year of study and active participation in the life of Jewish people.  
Conversion to Judaism is irrevocable. 
 
Conversion is completed through study, essays, conversation with a beit din (rabbinical court) and 
immersion in the mikveh (ritual bath). 
  



 

Final Essays in Preparation for Gerut (Conversion to Judaism) 
   
Jewish Holidays  

  
For each of the following holidays, briefly (no more than one page each) discuss its origins and 
contemporary rituals.  
  

A. Shabbat  
B. Rosh Hashanah  
C. Yom Kippur  

D. Sukkot  
E. Pesach  
F. Shavuot  

  
Jewish Life Cycle  

  
For each of the following life cycle events, briefly (approximately one page each) describe the 
customs surrounding its contemporary practice.  
  

A. Brit Milah/Baby Naming  
B. Consecration  
C. Bar Mitzvah/Bat Mitzvah  
D. Confirmation  

E. Marriage  
F. Death  
G. Conversion  

  
Jewish History  

  
Choose two major historical events that you believe have had lasting and significant influences on 
the way Judaism has evolved, and describe (approximately one page per event) each event and its 
impact.  

  
Judaism and Christianity  

  
Compare and contrast Judaism and Christianity (approximately one page).  What do they have in 
common and in what ways do they differ significantly from each other?  

  
Final Essay  

  
Describe the journey that brought to you to Judaism, and how the journey has influenced your 
identity.  What about Judaism is most meaningful to you, and what about Judaism troubles you?  
How do you reconcile the practice of Judaism with your religion of origin?  Write as many pages as 
you need.  
  

  
  

Return essays to Rabbi David Komerofsky (rabbi@templechaisa.org)  
  

mailto:rabbi@templechaisa.org


 

Information for the Day of your Beit Din and Mikveh 

 
 

We will begin with a beit din (rabbinical court) at the mikveh (ritual bath), with Rabbi Komerofsky and 
two other rabbis or learned Jewish people.  All will have read your personal essays and will ask you 
questions about your Jewish journey.  There are no trick questions, just a conversation about your 
path to Judaism.  At the end, you will be asked to step outside for the beit din to talk privately.  You 
will then be invited back and will immerse in the mikveh.  (The only witness will be someone of the 
same gender as you to ensure that you immerse fully).  You may bring your spouse/partner, though 
s/he will not be in the room for the beit din or the mikveh. 

 
Blessings to be recited while immersed in the mikveh 

 

 
 

Ba-ruch A-tah A-do-nai, El-o-hei-nu me-lech ha-o-lam, 
a-sher kid-sha-nu be-mitz-vo-tav, ve-tzi-va-nu al ha-te-vi-lah 

 
Blessed is Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe, 

who has sanctified us with mitzvot and commanded us regarding immersion. 
 

 
 

Ba-ruch A-tah A-do-nai, El-o-hei-nu me-lech ha-o-lam, 
she-he-che-ya-nu ve-ki-ma-nu ve-hi-gi-a-nu la-ze-man ha-zeh 

 
Blessed is Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe, 

for keeping us in life, for sustaining us, and for bringing us to this moment. 
 
 

 
The mikveh is at Congregation Rodfei Sholom, and you will pay a fee to the synagogue that day for 

using the facilities.  After the mikveh, we will return to Temple Chai for an affirmation of your 
commitment while you hold the Torah scroll and recite the Shema prayer. 

 

 
Blessing to be recited while holding the Torah 

 

 
 

She-ma Yis-ra-el, A-do-nai El-o-hei-nu, A-do-nai E-chad 
 

Hear, O Israel, Adonai is our God, Adonai is One! 


