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Legacy 
 
When a new Jewish community is formed, its first task is to dedicate space for burial of the dead. Every other 
communal activity and life cycle can be done in other places. A home can be a study hall, a river can be a 
mikveh, a tent in the back yard can be a sanctuary. But consecrated ground for burial is permanent, as are the 
stones set up to mark the graves.  Communal life requires acknowledging the finitude of the life of each 
individual while simultaneously ensuring that memories live on in perpetuity.  No human and no community 
can long be untouched by death. 
 
Hearkening back to the beginnings of the Jewish people, we read of Abraham mourning Sarah in the Book of 
Genesis (23:1-4): 

 

ה ָמת ָׂשָר֗ ה׃ (ב) ַוָּת֣ ים ְׁשֵנ֖י ַחֵּי֥י ָׂשָרֽ ַבע ָׁשִנ֑ ים ָׁשָנ֖ה ְוֶׁש֣ ה ָׁשָנ֛ה ְוֶעְׂשִר֥ ה ֵמָא֥  (א) ַוִּיְהיּ֙ו ַחֵּי֣י ָׂשָר֔
ם ָק֙ם ַאְבָרָה֔ ּה׃ (ג) ַוָּי֙ ה ְוִלְבֹּכָתֽ ד ְלָׂשָר֖ ם ִלְסֹּפ֥ ֶרץ ְּכָנַ֑ען ַוָּיבֹ֙א ַאְבָרָה֔ וא ֶחְב֖רֹון ְּבֶא֣ ע ִה֥  ְּבִקְרַי֥ת ַאְרַּב֛

ם ֶב֙ר ִעָּמֶכ֔ י ֲאֻחַּזת־ֶק֙ י ִעָּמֶכ֑ם ְּת֨נּו ִל֤ ב ָאֹנִכ֖ ר׃ (ד) ֵּגר־ְותֹוָׁש֥ ת ֵלאֹמֽ ר ֶאל־ְּבֵני־ֵח֖ ל ְּפֵנ֣י ֵמ֑תֹו ַוְיַדֵּב֥  ֵמַע֖
י׃ י ִמְּלָפָנֽ ה ֵמִת֖  ְוֶאְקְּבָר֥

 
Sarah’s lifetime—the span of Sarah’s life—came to one hundred years,  and twenty years and seven years. 
Sarah died in Kiriath-arba—now Hebron—in the land of Canaan; and Abraham proceeded to mourn for Sarah 
and to bewail her. Then Abraham rose from beside his dead, and spoke to the Hittites, saying, “I am a resident 
stranger among you; sell me a burial site among you, that I may remove my dead for burial.” 
 
Later in that book we read of Abraham and Sarah’s grandson, Jacob, remembering his beloved Rachel (Genesis 
35:20) 

ל ַעד־ַהּֽיֹום׃ ַרת־ָרֵח֖ ֶבת ְקֻבֽ וא ַמֶּצ֥ ּה ִה֛ ה ַעל־ְקֻבָרָת֑ ב ַמֵּצָב֖ ב ַיֲעֹק֛   ַוַּיֵּצ֧
 
Over her grave Jacob set up a pillar; it is the pillar at Rachel’s grave to this day. 
 
In both stories from the Torah our patriarchs teach us about the ways in which mourners cope with loss by 
honoring the memories of those they love. By setting up an eternal memorial, a place to which future 
generations can come and remember, we create a type of insurance against being forgotten.  Commemorating 
yahrzeits and other rituals of mourning keep us connected to those who are gone from our physical world. 
 
Memory is a remarkable thing, and is dependent on story-telling and the sharing of histories of people we’ve 
lost.  Naming children in memory of the dead is another way we honor those we love.  Keeping those memories 

1 



alive requires diligence and devotion.  Over time, memories fade, stories are lost, and with each generation that 
dies, the clarity of once-recent death is diminished. 
 
During this Yizkor service of Yom Kippur we who are alive remember those who are no longer living, and we 
know that someday it will fall to others to remember us.  Names printed on name tags this week will someday 
appear in the Book of Remembrance, perhaps over the names of rememberers not yet born.  When our time 
comes and we are gone, others will remember us however they choose.  Yet while we are still living, we can 
have a say in how we are remembered. 
 
Every moment we live we are writing the memories that others will have of us.  If we can accumulate more 
good memories than bad, we will have done well.  We’ll each miss our own funeral, just by a few days, and 
we’ll miss the eulogies delivered for us. But we are every day writing those stories that will summarize who we 
have been. 
 
We will not live forever, but our values can outlive us. And the institutions that are dear to us in life can remain 
vibrant long after we are gone. Every new Jewish community starts with a cemetery but does not end there. 
Synagogues, schools, and other communal institutions that nurture us from cradle to grave exist because they 
are of inestimable value to the lives they touch and enrich.  Temple Chai is fortunate to be young enough, now 
fourteen years old, to still enjoy the presence of founding members.  We are still in the founding generation, 
creating what will outlast us all. 
 
I invite you to join me and Jimmy and fourteen others who are our founding, inaugural LIFE & LEGACY ® 
donors.  This program, in partnership with the Jewish Federation of San Antonio and every other congregation 
and local Jewish agency, is our way to ensure that what we value will outlast us. 
 
I encourage you to remember not only Temple Chai, but other congregations and communal agencies that have 
enriched your life.  Set up a pillar to what matters to you. We know that we cannot take material things with us 
when we die, but we can make a legacy gift after our lifetimes that is an eternal investment in what we value. 
LIFE & LEGACY is not a fundraising program for the short-term, though we do have incentive grants from the 
Federation for reaching our goals each year.  We are just two shy of reaching our first year goal of eighteen 
donors.  This is a program available to everyone.  Everyone can be a founder without having to commit a single 
dollar during our lifetimes.  There are many ways to participate, and I invite you to review the materials in the 
lobby on the rotating screens, on the banner, and in the LIFE & LEGACY literature.  There is information on 
our website, noted in our blue service bulletin today and every Shabbat. 
 
It can be painful to contemplate our own mortality, but it can also be reassuring to know that just as we 
remember others, others will remember us. We honor our beloved dead every day that we carry on their legacy, 
and our own legacies will be a continuation of their stories. 
 
May all of their memories be for a blessing, and may our own, someday, as well bless all that we cherish in life. 
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